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Norman and French, reaffirmed in the case of his Saxons
and Danes, the rent was not for the Crown. Rent was taken
in feudal service and when that was abandoned, a cash lia-
bility should have taken its place. Those who ponder on
such matters will realize how much better a source of basic
revenue is Crown rent for land rather than income-tax,
which, as our Treasury ruefully finds, fades when people's
income fades and dividends are not forthcoming. But even
under the land rental system of India, a period of bad times
involves remissions of revenue to the embarrassment of the
state.

Hard times in India come under two quite different cate-
gories; first, failure of rains with the consequent scantiness of
crops for markets, obviated now in areas on which canalized
rivers and storage lakes bring water, and the second due
to times of depression. Thus at the present juncture, the
Indian cannot market his cash crops, and even if he has
plenty of food, cash for revenue is sadly short.

IRRIGATION

Among Britain's greater claims to the admiration of the
world and the gratitude of India, lies the Irrigation System
with which an arid and parched country has been supplied.

The nature of the rivers has been referred to, those that
are perennial from the Himalayas, and those that merely
drain off the heavy downpour of the rainy season. Every
drop of water that runs into the sea in a parched country
like India is a loss to food production and wealth. For
centuries the country has developed its own system of storage
of rain-water, usually weak and trivial, with here or there
some ambitious Royal dam. The taking-off of the flood
water in the snow-fed rivers, by inundation canals that
acted when the waters rose, has long been practised, but the
rise of Western engineering and modern engineering science
alone, has introduced the distributary system of ancient
Babylonia magnified a thousand-fold.

The Five Rivers of the Punjab ran through a desert